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The Midwest communities our Mem-
bers represent are home to people who
make, build, and grow that which
makes, builds, and grows America.

For decades, however, our region has
borne the brunt of job losses associated
with disastrous trade policies, under-
investment, and deindustrialization.

Since the passage of NAFTA in 1993,
China’s entrance into the World Trade
Organization in 2001, and CAFTA’s pas-
sage in 2005, over 91,000 factories have
closed across our country.

Nearly 5 million good-paying jobs
have been lost, and our region has been
very hard hit and is clawing its way
back.

But our workers and their families in
Ohio, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois,
Indiana, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and
New York, in the Great Lakes water-
shed have suffered enormously as mid-
dle class jobs evaporated.

The tragedy does not end there.
Local governments have been left to
scramble as declining revenues led to
the collapse of their budgets and the
accrual of crushing bonded indebted-
ness.

The size and scope of these accumu-
lated economic challenges are too
much for any one city or county or, in-
deed, State to overcome alone. Places
like Toledo, Ohio, Lorain, Detroit, Buf-
falo, Flint, Rochester, all the towns
along the old Erie Canal struggle to re-
cover from the outsourcing of manufac-
turing jobs to penny-wage countries.

Chicago, Cleveland, and Erie, Penn-
sylvania, alone are limited in their
ability to halt climate change and re-
verse its increasing effects on their
shorelines and neighborhoods.

The Great Lakes region needs a boost
through accelerated investments and
strategic and coordinated support to
get back on track.

Last year, President Biden and con-
gressional Democrats accomplished
what many had tried but failed to do,
and that is pass an historic investment
in jobs and infrastructure. That is step
one.

This support will help empower our
communities to begin planning the
necessary steps to rebuilding roads and
bridges, improve ports, rail lines and
airports, modernize energy and water
infrastructure, and protect all of our
lakes, the freshwater kingdom on this
continent.

But to maximize the impact and
turbocharge revitalization, our region
really needs a strategic plan to coordi-
nate these resources along, impor-
tantly, with private investment to
reboot our future.

The Great Lakes region is the only
major economic region in our country
that lacks a Federal entity dedicated
to supporting its long-term coordi-
nated economic development and con-
serving its natural environment.

The West’s water is served by the Bu-
reau of Reclamation, or if you look at
the Delta Regional Authority, it helps
10 million people in the Delta Region.
And more than 400 counties from Mis-
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sissippi to West Virginia are served by
the Appalachian Regional Commission.

The Great Lakes deserves no less.
The Great Lakes Authority Act is long
overdue and will create an instrumen-
tality to serve the Great Lakes fresh
watershed which will become even
more important in the decades to come
with each passing day.

The Great Lakes Authority will be a
Federal/State instrumentality like the
others to spur job creation and world-
class worker education, training, and
adjustment in communities left be-
hind.

It will foster innovation to build for-
ward the struggling core U.S. manufac-
turing and industrial base. And it will
promote new advances in renewable en-
ergy technologies like solar, wind and
hydrogen while conserving and
stewarding our precious environmental
assets.

It will allow us an efficient multi-
modal transportation shared network
with our closest neighbor, Canada, that
connects people and goods with where
they need to go. Indeed, Canada is our
largest trading partner.

For America to compete in this cen-
tury, we simply need a Great Lakes
Authority, and I urge my colleagues to
join us in this important effort. Please
help us help the Great Lakes region.

————

AMERICAN BUDGET CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address a crisis eroding the
budgets of hard-working Americans.

Earlier this month, the price of un-
leaded gasoline rose to the highest
level on record, and President Biden’s
anti-energy policies are directly re-
sponsible.

On the campaign trail, Joe Biden
promised to end fossil fuels. Since as-
suming office, President Biden has
worked to make good on that promise,
imposing 81 individual anti-energy
policies.

Coincidentally, the price of gasoline
has risen 81 percent since the beginning
of his presidency.

Analysts estimate that President
Biden’s anti-energy agenda will cost
American families an additional $2,000
per year in gasoline costs alone. This is
staggering for the 64 percent of Ameri-
cans who live paycheck to paycheck,
thanks to rising costs.

President Biden claims he can’t do
much right now to reduce gas prices.
This simply is not true. President
Biden can end the Federal freeze on
new oil and gas projects, fast track
LNG export permits, expedite approval
of all pipeline and energy development,
and stop the regulatory barrage on
U.S. energy development.

There is so much that can and should
be done right now, and this crusade
against American energy dominance
must end.
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RECOGNIZING THE SHERBURNE COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the extraordinary
achievement of the Sherburne County
Sheriff’s Office.

Sheriff Joel Brott, his deputies, and
the Sherburne County Jail and clinic
staff have earned the prestigious Triple
Crown accreditation from the National
Sheriffs’ Association.

As one of only 50 sheriffs’ offices in
the country to earn the Triple Crown
accreditation, this is a major achieve-
ment.

In fact, this accreditation is so rare
that, according to the National Sher-
iffs’ Association, fewer than 100 sher-
iffs’ offices have qualified since its es-
tablishment in 1993.

The Triple Crown requires simulta-
neous accreditation by four law en-
forcement organizations. Achieving
one of them is a feat, but gaining all
four at once is truly remarkable.

Congratulations, Sheriff Brott. We
applaud you and your entire staff for
your exceptional work and commit-
ment to excellence in law enforcement.

OWEN LIPINSKI HOCKEY TOURNAMENT

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a young hockey
player in my district who embodies the
spirit of our great sport.

For Minnesotans, hockey is a way of
life. Like many young people in our
State, Owen Lipinski grew up with a
love for the game.

Sadly, when Owen was just 2 years
old, he was diagnosed with Marfan syn-
drome, a connective tissue disorder
that makes it difficult for him to play.

One rough hit could cause Owen to
lose his eyesight or possibly even
threaten his life.

However, this didn’t stop him from
playing. Owen participated in Min-
nesota Special Hockey and enjoyed it,
but he still wanted more.

Recently, Owen organized a tour-
nament with six teams composed of
friends from his neighborhood. He orga-
nized the entire event on a pond in his
back yard, complete with a public ad-
dress system and a small concession
stand.

As a fellow Minnesotan who loves the
game, Owen is an inspiration. I am in-
spired by Owen and his great work.
Congratulations on the tournament,
Owen, and I hope you continue to in-
spire us for years to come.

—————
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HONORING REBECCA BOOKER
Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to recognize the outstanding ac-
complishments of one of my constitu-
ents, Ms. Rebecca Booker.

Rebecca has served the Blaine com-
munity as a certified fire and life safe-
ty educator for the last 20 years. Re-
cently, Rebecca was honored with the
2022 Dr. Anne W. Phillips Award for
Leadership in Fire Safety Education by
the Congressional Fire Services Insti-
tute and the International Fire Service
Training Association.
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Among her many contributions to
fire safety education, Rebecca helped
develop the nationally recognized
Home Safety Survey, a voluntary home
inspection program that looks for po-
tential fire, injury, and crime hazards
while offering solutions. Rebecca has
completed nearly 4,000 of these surveys
herself and trained many colleagues
across the country to perform these
surveys in their communities.

Ms. Booker also helped establish New
America Academy in Minnesota, an or-
ganization that provides fire safety
education for culturally diverse and
immigrant communities.

Rebecca, congratulations on earning
this prestigious award and thank you
for all you do to increase fire safety
education in Minnesota’s Sixth Con-
gressional District.

RECOGNIZING ABBY HONOLD

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Abby Honold, one of
the strongest Minnesotans I have ever
met and a leader in the fight against
sexual assault.

Sexual assault is a life-shattering
event, the trauma of which lasts a life-
time but can be compounded in the im-
mediate aftermath by improper care.
When Abby, then a student at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, reported her as-
sault to police in 2014, she worked with
a healthcare professional proficient in
trauma-informed care to recall impor-
tant details about her assault to law
enforcement and bring the perpetrator
to justice.

Survivors like Abby deserve justice,
and I was pleased to see that the Abby
Honold Act got signed into law earlier
this month.

CELEBRATING THE HISTORIC NOM-
INATION OF KETANJI BROWN
JACKSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. RosS) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
with great admiration for the strength
and grace that Judge Ketanji Brown
Jackson has demonstrated throughout
her nomination process for the United
States Supreme Court.

Last week, people from all over the
world watched as she embarked on a
journey that only five other women in
history have taken. For too long, our
judicial system and our government
have not reflected the great talent and
diversity of our Nation.

Like so many young women, espe-
cially our mothers and grandmothers, 1
had very few female examples to emu-
late at the beginning of my legal ca-
reer. When I was at a pivotal age in
high school, trying to decide exactly
what path to take and what was even
possible to achieve, I got to watch the
nomination process for Justice Sandra
Day O’Connor.

She was the first woman ever nomi-
nated to our Nation’s highest Court,
and I was deeply moved by her poise
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and intelligence under questioning
from the much older male Senators.
Her confirmation solidified in me a
passion for the law and a belief that I
could accomplish anything I set my
mind to.

I then went on to become a student
of the Constitution myself, attending
law school, practicing constitutional
law, arguing in court, and fighting for
justice as an attorney, a State legis-
lator, and now as a proud member of
the Judiciary Committee in the United
States House of Representatives.

The world has completely trans-
formed since I watched that confirma-
tion hearing in 1981, yet, since that
time, only four other women have
joined our Nation’s highest Court.
Each of these Justices brought a
unique perspective and inspired young
women across the country.

Because of the small number of
women who have been appointed, every
time a woman is up for the bench, it is
necessarily historic. I am ready for it
to be less historic.

Although 51 percent of our popu-
lation is female, of the 115 Justices in
American history, 110 of them have
been men. And none of them, not one,
has been an African-American woman.
Mr. Speaker, that needs to change at a
faster rate.

Justice Ginsburg was once asked
when there will be enough women on
the Court. She responded, ‘“When there
are nine.”

If confirmed, Judge Ketanji Brown
Jackson will be the next, and the first
African-American woman. I would like
to say ‘“‘“when confirmed.”” Her nomina-
tion marks a momentous step forward
in the long struggle for a judicial sys-
tem that truly represents every Amer-
ican and delivers justice, fairness, and
equality for all.

I can relate to all the young women
out there watching this nomination
process, feeling inspired to follow in
her footsteps. Don’t be deterred or dis-
mayed by the disrespect that she was
shown by a handful of Senators. My
message to the young women is: You
can do this. No matter the challenges
or the obstacles, you can achieve your
dreams.

Judge Brown Jackson said last week
that her nomination is truly a testa-
ment to the hope and the promise of
this country. She continues to give us
new hope, especially to young women
lawyers, and her rise to the highest
Court of the land holds out the promise
of a brighter future for our country.

Mr. Speaker, Judge Brown Jackson is
an exceptional, extremely qualified
nominee, and I look forward to calling
her Justice Brown Jackson.

———

TROUBLING RECORD OF KETANJI
BROWN JACKSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CLYDE) for 56 minutes.

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, 1 rise
today to highlight the troubling record
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of President Biden’s U.S. Supreme
Court nominee, Ketanji Brown Jack-
son, commonly known as KBJ.

Throughout her legal career, Ketanji
Brown Jackson has earned a disturbing
record on crime. In advocating for and
administering lighter sentences for sex
offenders, particularly those preying
on and sexually abusing innocent chil-
dren, KBJ has set an unforgivable pat-
tern that disqualifies her from our
country’s highest Court.

A prime example of this pattern can
be found in the case of U.S. v. Hawkins,
where the sentencing guidelines called
for up to 10 years in prison for a man,
an adult convicted of possessing mul-
tiple images of child sex torture.
Ketanji Brown Jackson sentenced this
predator to just 3 months in jail. Un-
conscionable.

Mr. Hawkins recently told The Wash-
ington Post, “I wasn’t very happy that
she gave me 3 months, although after
reflection when I was in jail, I was
hearing from other people who said it
was their first time arrested and they
got b years, 6 years.” And he got 3
months.

As crime rates soar in our cities
across the country, adding soft-on-
crime Justices, especially a Justice
who basically ignores the crime of pos-
sessing and promoting images of severe
child sexual assault, adding a Justice
like that to the bench sends an alarm-
ing message to communities fearing for
their safety.

Additionally, during her confirma-
tion hearing last week, KBJ refused to
define what a woman is, excusing her
absurdity by claiming she isn’t a biolo-
gist.

From women’s sports to woke cor-
porations like Disney, liberals are
pushing an evil agenda that is erasing
women and undermining women’s ac-
complishments. As conservatives like
myself fight this woke extremism,
there will surely be cases considered in
the future at the Supreme Court that
require Justices to understand and ac-
cept the differences between men and
women.

If KBJ can’t define a woman, how is
she to adjudicate Title IX cases? This
is a legitimate question that no Demo-
crat wants to answer. This, too, is dis-
qualifying.

While I do not serve in the body that
decides this monumental confirmation,
I do have a responsibility to tell the
American people the truth. And the
truth is, a vote to confirm Ketanji
Brown Jackson is a vote for lenient
sentences for child sexual torture, a
vote for the left’s woke war on can-
celing the achievements of real women,
and a vote for the liberals’ dangerous
agenda.

Americans, including Georgians,
don’t want a Justice on the bench who
supports any of this radical garbage.
Georgians are watching Senators
WARNOCK and OSSOFF. Will they vote
for a Supreme Court nominee that is
soft on crime, on one of the most hei-
nous crimes of all, child sex torture, or
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